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Our Personal Invitation To ICCA Members
22 October 2011
Dear Future Delegates,
RE: Welcome to Sarawak, Malaysia!
I am delighted to welcome you to experience a new world, a dazzling conference destination
truely unlike any other. Sarawak, Malaysia is where business meets adventure. In exotic Borneo,
the nostalgic charm of an ancient civilization merges with the bright lights of a modern city.
Malaysia is delighted to receive delegates of ICCA Asia Pacific Chapter Client/Supplier Business
Workshop & Asia Pacific Educational Seminar in 2012.
The Borneo paradise of Sarawak is the largest and most culturally diverse State in Malaysia,
which in turn is one of the most colourful nations in Asia. Malaysia offers a unique and inspiring
meetings and networking destination that will provide delegates with a truly memorable
experience.
The Sarawak Convention Bureau (SCB) is proud to have teamed up with the Malaysia
Convention & Exhibition Bureau and three premier meetings industry partners to bring you this
event with the full support of the State and Federal Governments. Sarawak Convention Bureau
was established in 2006 to develop East Malaysia's abundant potential in business tourism
events. This event is our opportunity to showcase what we have to offer and where we intend to
go in future.
The meetings industry harnesses amazing potential as one of the key drivers for economic
activity in the Sarawak community. ICCA will be sending a powerful message to encourage
ever-faster development of the local supporting industry in East Malaysia.
I can assure you that Team Malaysia is fully committed to ensuring Kuching 2012 sets a new
standard for the ICCA Asia Pacific Chapter Client/Supplier Business Workshop & Asia Pacific
Educational Seminar 2012.
We look forward to welcoming you to our shores in 2012 to experience the magic of Sarawak!
Yours,

DATO' SRI DR. MUHAMMAD LEO MICHAEL TOYAD

C HAIRMAN
S ARAWAK C ONVENTION B UREAU
Borneo is the global hotspot of the Shorea genus of
trees which dominate the skyline of tropical rainforests.
Borneo is home to 138 species, of which 91 are endemic
to the island. Symbolising the original high-rise buildings,
the Shorea illustrates the direction of the Sarawak
meetings industry: to grow skyward while nurturing the
authentic root values of the past.

ing

State

Legi

ch
e Ku
entr

on C

slati

ve A
s

sem

bly

eo

Born

Cen

tre

ti
ven
Con

Sarawak Cultural Village

WHERE BUSINESS MEETS ADVENTURE

The Sarawak Museum

You are about to embark on an inspiring
journey filled with creative ideas that
make Sarawak, Malaysia an exotic
meetings destination, and a memorable
match for your next networking event or
conference.
Our lush rainforests, colonial and tribal
history, excursions in adventure and
harmonious cultural traditions, form a
charming combination with modern
meetings facilities.

Kubah National Park
Wild Rafflesia Flower

Tua Pek Kong Chinese Temple

THINGS
YOU NEVER
KNEW
Map of Sarawak

10 AMAZING
FACTS ABOUT
SARAWAK

Lambir Hills National Park has the highest diversity
of plant species per unit area in the entire world.
The world’s largest cave chamber is found in the
magnificent Mulu Caves National Park.
During World War II, the Japanese were defeated in
the jungles of the Bario Highlands by barefoot
British soldiers and scouts from the Kelabit
indigenous group, who have been trained since birth
in the art of silent footsteps in the forest, giving
them the element of surprise.

Mulu Caves National Park

The world’s smallest frog, the size of a pea, was
discovered in Kubah National Park.
The call of the helmeted hornbill, Sarawak’s largest
hornbill species, sounds like the maniacal laughter of
a mad man.

Kuching Waterfront

Sarawak is home to the only species of wild boar that
wears a beard – the bearded pig (Sus barbatus).
The gigantic nose of male proboscis monkeys helps
them make a honking noise!
Orang utans are the only primates in the world
known to make giant nests on trees.
The longest journey that some school children in the
remotest villages have to walk to get to boarding
school can take up to seven days.
In the Kelabit culture, a special ceremony to change
one’s name is held at significant events of one’s life.

Iban Jungle Long House

Ethnic Kelabit Lady

Bako National Park
The Traditional
Iban Headhunting
Ritual Dance

Tee off in the clouds
at Borneo Highlands

River Boat Ride

TOP REASONS TO
MEET IN SARAWAK
MALAYSIA
Sarawak, Malaysia’s largest State
on the island of Borneo, is
centrally located in Asia which
means easy connections
through multiple major and
budget airlines via the main
hubs of Kuala Lumpur and
Singapore. It’s only a short
journey away to experience the
magic of Sarawak.
A multi-cultural, multi-ethnic,
multi-religious people living in
harmony and who celebrate strength
in diversity.
A politically, economically
socially stable environment.

and

Fully modernised transportation,
banking, commercial, accommodation
and city developments.

The Borneo Convention
Centre Kuching (BCCK)

The White Rajah Colonial Theme Dinner

A host of Asian and Western cuisine
choices; easily available halal and
vegetarian food.
A unique "venue with a difference"
that combines an exotic eco-tourism
destination with modern technology
and infrastructure, set amidst the
second oldest rainforest in the world.
Discovering
Sarawak
is
like
stumbling on another little world
hidden within the amazing diversity
of Malaysia’s formidable appeal
based on all things “Truly Asian”.
Strong support from state and
central government and convention
bureaus in the form of a conference
marketing support package to
increase delegate numbers.
Outstanding value-for-money in
accommodation and conference
venues within Asia.
Sarawak is becoming increasingly
popular as an international and
regional meetings destination.

Kuching Cats Theme Dinner Party

Batang Ai Longhouse Resort

Hilton on Kuching Waterfront

CHANGING PERSPECTIVES

The State’s Emblem,
Sarawak Hornbill

FAST FACTS
Sarawak is the largest of
13 states in the federation
of Malaysia, and part of
the island of Borneo
alongside Brunei.
CAPITAL CITY
Kuching, population
(est) 600,000.
LAND MASS
124,450sq.km,
750km long.
ETHNICITIES
28 groups, each with a
distinct language and
culture. Indigenous Iban
(31%), Chinese (28%)
Malay (20%), Other
indigenous groups
(21%).
POPULATION
2.4 million
MAIN LANGUAGES
English, Bahasa Melayu
Chinese
CLIMATE
Warm all year round
Average temp. 22°C - 29°C

For more info please log on to:

What makes Sarawak, Malaysia
so unique as a meetings
destination is the way we
combine old-world charm with
new-world convenience to
satisfy the most eclectic,
adventurous or conventional
of tastes.
Sarawak has a romantic appeal
borne from the earliest days of
modernisation when it was
ruled from 1842 by three
generations of “White Rajahs”
or “White Kings” also known
as the Brookes Dynasty. British
adventurer James Brooke
worked with the people of
Sarawak to expel the ravages of
pirates, and build the capital
city of Kuching.
Today, Sarawak is the largest and
most rapidly developing State
in Malaysia. Sarawak is an
economic powerhouse that
produces a vast natural wealth
of oil, timber and mineral
resources. Endowed with
among the world’s largest
tropical rainforest reserves,
Sarawak has over 185 species
of wildlife, more than 500
species of birds and thousands
of insect species documented
to date.

www.sarawaktourism.com
www.sarawakcb.com

The meetings experience in
Sarawak is truely unique. The
international meetings industry
has become one of Sarawak’s
key economic growth areas as
the State adds more international
hotel names, infrastructure, and
towering structures. The sky’s
the limit when it comes to the
choice of venues in Kuching,
whether your meeting is for 50
or for 5,000.
Kuching offers meeting- friendly
spaces
everywhere,
from
historical forts and museums
and national parks, to luxurious
rivercruise boats for a cosy
meeting of up to 200. You
could also go the traditional
way of four and five-star hotel
settings for up to 2,000, or our
stunning eco-designed, state of
the art Borneo Convention
Centre for meetings for infinite
combinations up to 5,000
delegates, perched alongside
the riverbank.

